1. You could worship the Nirakara or formless God, by just going there

to close your eyes and meditate, inhaling all the vibrations in the
air in the meanwhile.

2. You can worship the Sahara God, that is, the idol? installed in the

temple.

3. You can also worship God as partially formless and partially with
form, that is, the Yantras which are buried beneath the idol.

Notice how every little thing in a temple is underlaid with rich
meaning and significance? So never pooh-pooh the idea of visiting temples
again. Next question, please.

A somewhat revolutionary looking man got up and said, "Swami,
what about all the milk and curds, honey and ghee, that is poured on the
idols for abhishekhanfl Wouldn't it be far more sensible, practical and
humanitarian to send all that to an orphanage? Why waste so many
food stuffs for bathing an idol?"

Swamiji - Oh friend! Where did that very same milk, curds, etc.,
come from? Who gave them to us? Didn't they all come to us from
God? God gave you so much and you grudge Him a little milk? If you
are not willing to do even that little abhishekam and annadana to the
Lord, how can you expect Him to bestow plenty of grains and food on
you? You are only showing your gratitude to God by giving Him back in
a small measure what you have received in-great abundance from Him.
A sort of thanks-giving really. By propitiating God, you are only getting
back milk and grain. So why grudge Him that little abhishekaml Of
course, when all is said and done, God doesn't need to be propitiated
really. He is above praise and flattery. Once you get that knowledge,
you can show your gratitude to God by serving others. But you cannot
expect the common man to understand all this, can you? The common
man is still fiill of rites and rituals which he thinks will please the Lord.
Let him think so and carry on with these rites and rituals. Slowly but
surely, some day or the other, he too will evolve and rise above all these
rites and rituals, to a level of true consciousness where the only truth is
God Love - Brahman - seva - karma - Prema.

Till then, let people carry on with their abhishekams and rituals.
If you stop them from doing even that, they will swerve from the righteous
path, as they know no other way to God than through these rituals.
Without the steel anchor of these rituals they will be cast adrift into the
sea of confusion and bewilderment and will flounder helplessly.
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